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Thus by the end of his fourteenth year, he finished
the study of Kavyas, Champus, Drama and Alankara Sastra
in part. He could compose slokas extempore. He then went
to- Logisa (village of his maternal grand-father) and then to
Bobbili to study Vyakarana and Alankara Sastra and by his
eighteenth year he was thorough with the Puranas as well.
He could perform Ashtaavadhaanam (A literary feat wherein
the poet has to face eight questioners. Whatever the poet
says, has to be in the form of verses. Finally the poet has to
repeat all the questions and answers), with great alacrity. But
the study ofMaha Bharata strengthened in him the aspiration
to acquire spiritual power like the ancient Rishis and serve
God by service to the world and to harness poetry for the
welfare of the worl. Narasimha Sastri had already initiated
his son into meditation and Mantra Japa'.

But Ganapati felt that the atmosphere at home was
not conductive to meditation. He was waiting for a chance
to proceed to some holy place to do "tapas".

Meanwhile Narasimha Sastri was planning to arrange
for the nuptials of Ganapati. Ganapati felt that he should do
tapas before becoming a hone-holder. He made it clear to
Narasimha Sastri that he was averse to escaping from the
responsibilities ordained by Gruhastha aasrama. Such an
escape only betrayed want of faith in Dharma, and
indiscriminate donning of the ochre (kashaya) robes only
contributed to the frustration of disciplined family life of the
country. Ganapati did not share the belief that a woman was
the source of sin and maya. The study of scriptures had
convinced him that the ancient Rishis had practised austerity
and attained self realisation without giving up family life and
responsibilities. Women were not treated c's objects of